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MEMORIAL,  &c. 


TO  THE 

Ring’s  Most  Excellent  Majestt 

The  Memorial  and  Petition  of  Samuel  Lee, 
one  of  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons  in  London , 
with  all  the  humility  which  is  due  from  a 
free  Subject  to  his  lawful  Sovereign ,  and 
with  a  confcioufnefs  of  abiding  on  principles 
of  jufice ,  both  with  regard  to  himfelf  and 
the  public  welfare ,  moft  humbly  reprefent , 

<9*  V  • 

THAT  Ruptures  having  been  too  gene¬ 
rally  held  incurable  by  the  phyficians 
and  furgeons  of  this  kingdom,  unhappy 
perfons  labouring  under  this  complaint  were 
heretofore  deemed  improper  objeds  to  be  ad- 

B  mined 
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mitted  into  the  various  hofpitals  then  inftitutecf* 
and  left  to  remain  a  miferable  burthen  to  them- 
felves,  their  families,  or  the  refpedtive  parifhes 
to  which  they  belonged. 

To  remedy  this  evil,  and  afford  all  poffible 
relief  in  a  difeafe  fo  general  as  well  as  grievous, 
your  Petitioner  applied  himfelf  to  the  difcovery 
of  a  remedy  for  this  complaint ;  and  foon  had 
the  fatisfa&ion  to  obtain  a  method  of  cure,  the 
efficacy  of  which  feveral  fuccefsful  experiments 
demonftrated.  Notwithflanding  which,  fome  of 
yourMajefty’s  ferjeant-furgeons  (Dr.Cockburne, 
late  phyfician,  and  Mr.  Allen,  late  furgeon,  to 
the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich)  ever  vigilant 
to  oppole,  fo  far  defamed  him  as  rendered  it 
neceffary  for  three  feveral  actions  to  be  com¬ 
menced  ;  on  the  trial  of  which,  many  gentle¬ 
men  of  family  and  fortune,  merchants,  trades¬ 
men,  and  penfioners  from  both  the  Royal  Hof¬ 
pitals,  fully  proving  they  were  perfectly  cured, 
verdidts  with  confiderabie  damages  were  reco¬ 
vered  in  the  court  of  Common-Pleas,  againft 
Meffi  Ranby,  Cockburne,  and  Allen,  for  op- 
pofing  your  Petitioner,  and  publicly  declaring, 
before  the  then  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
others,  “  That  no  man  could  be  cured  of  a 
Rupture.” 

On  this  fandHon,  and  occular  proof  being 
given  to  fome  of  the  frit  people  in  this  king¬ 
dom  that  a  grown  perfon  could  be  cured,  even 
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to  eighty  years  of  age  and  upwards,  feveral 
noblemen  and  others,  prompted  by  humanity 
and  a  charitable  concern  for  the  calamities  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  generoufly  entered  into 
an  annual  fubfcription  for  the  fupport  of  an 
hofpital  to  be  dedicated  folely  to  the  cure  of 
indigent  Tick  perfons  of  either  fex  affli&ed  with 
Ruptures  ;  and  in  order  to  carry  this  charitable 
defign  into  execution,  a  general  meeting  of  the 
fubfcribers  was  held,  when  the  following  noble¬ 
men  and  others  were  nominated  directors  of  the 
charity  : 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Halifax,  Prefident ; 
Right  Hon.  Geo.  Dodington,  Vice-Prefident ; 

John  Tucker,  Efq.  Treafurer ; 

Samuel  Lee,  Surgeon ; 

and  the  following  lords  and  gentlemen  were 
chofen  of  the  committee  : 

Earl  of  Buckinghamfhire,  Earl  of  Home, 
Lord  Vifcount  Barrington,  Lord  Vifcdunt  Ligo- 
nier,  Sir  Francis  Dafhwood,  Bart.  Sir  Walter 
Blackett,  Bart.  Sir  George  Dalfton,  Bart.  Sir 
George  Yonge,  Bart,  the  Hon.  Col.  Johnfcon, 
the  Hon.  John  Ward,  the  Right  Hon.  Hans 
Stanley,  James  Bonnell,  Efq.  Tho.  Cotton,  Efq. 
John  Milles,  Efq.  Henry  Brouncker,  Efq.  Paul 
Whitehead,  Efq.  John  Smith,  Efq.  Andrew 
Jelfe,  Efq.  Michael  Thirkle,  EJq.  and  Edward 
Smith,  Efq. 
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The  hofpital  being  thus  eftablifhed,  feveral 
meetings  of  the  fubfcnbers  were  held,  and  rules 
formed  for  its  good  government,  with  proper 
allowance  for  houfe-rent,  nurfes,  coals,  candles, 
&c.  foon  after  which,  Lord  Ligonier,  being 
commander  in  chief,  and  having  fome  perfonal 
knowledge  of  your  Petitioner’s  abilities,  iftlied 
the  following  order : 

“  July  27,  1757. 

<c  AN  hofpital  being  eftablifhed  by  fubfcrip^ 
“  tion,  under  the  dire&ion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Lee, 
*•*  Surgeon,  and  fituated  near  Weftminfter- 
cc  Bridge,  for  the  reception  and  cure  of  perfons 
“  affii&ed  with  Ruptures,  the  regiments  are  to 
cc  be  acquainted,  if  they  have  any  men  in  that 
*c  condition,  Mr.  Lee  will  receive  them  in  the 

faid  hofpital ;  provided  they  come  with  a  cer- 
<c  tificate,  figned  by  the  commanding  officer 
<c  and  furgeon  of  the  regiment,  that  they  are 
c<  unfit  for  fervice  by  occafion  of  a  Rupture, 
“  and  when  they  return  from  the  faid  hofpital 
<c  to  their  regiments  again  fit  for  fervice,  the 
“  faid  Mr.  Lee  fhall  be  paid  Two  Guineas  by 
cc  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  to 
cc  whom  the  man  fo  rendered  unfit  for  fervice 
“  fhall  belong.’* 

In  confequence  of  this  order,  many  foldiers 
were  fent  for  relief,  and,  after  they  were  cured, 

the  following  certificate  was  granted  1 

“  December 
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“  December  15,  1757. 

<c  I N  confequence  of  an  order  of  the  Right 
u  Hon.  Lord  Ligonier,  commander  in  chief  of 
M  all  his  majefty’s  forces,  the  feveral  men  under* 
<c  named  were  put  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Lee, 
of  Arundel-Street,  Surgeon,  for  the  cure  of 
“  their  Ruptures,  which  rendered  them  incapa- 
ble  of  doing  their  duty,  as  certified  by  their 
“  refpe6tive  furgeons  and  commanding  officers  $ 


viz. 

aged 

ruptured 

“  Jofeph  Beckett,  26  years, 

20  years* 

cc  John  Abraham,  29 

5  years. 

<c  Richard  Courey,  30 

6  months. 

John  Holland,  23 

5  years. 

“  Will.  Towell,  23 

1  year. 

“  Ralph  Fearfon,  2 6 

born  fo. 

<c  Rich.  Wood,  20 

20  years. 

“  James  Winwood,  40 

20  years. 

“  Rob.  Bromwell,  34 

1  year. 

“  John  Eley,  40 

30  years. 

The  men  above-named  were  this  day  exa- 
“  mined  in  our  prefence,  and  found  perfeflly 
**  fit  to  be  returned  into  his  majefty’s  fervice. 

“  There  were  feveral  others  attending  that 
c*  were  put  under  Mr.  Lee’s  care  about  the 
fame  time,  which  we  did  not  think  necefTary 
it  to  examine  j  but  from  thofe  already  exa- 

“  mined. 
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€%  mined,  and  from  many  more  inftances  of  the 
“  likp  nature,  fome  proved  in  courts  of  juftice, 
“  and  fome  examined  before  feveral  of  us,  we 
*c  are  of  opinion  that  application  be  made  to 
tc  government,  that  a  proper  eftablifhment  may 
“  be  formed  to  communicate  this  benefit  to 
*c  the  whole  army,  under  fuch  regulations,  and 
“  fubjecl  to  fuch  checks,  as  may  effedtually 
6C  prevent  any  impofition  on  the  patient  or  the 
“  public. 

“  Dunk  Halifax. 

“  Ligonier. 

“  George  Dodington. 
c<  James  Johnston. 
cc  John  Tucker. 

“  Thomas  Thompson.’* 

This  being  communicated  to  many  of  the 
fubfcribers,  and  that  your  Petitioner  intended 
to  admit  the  foldiers,  they  declared  their  inten¬ 
tion  was  to  fupport  an  hofpitai  for  the  relief 
of  indigent  perfons,  and  not  for  the  army,  fo 
capable  of  providing  for  themfelves ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  and  foldiers  being  admitted, 
all  meetings  of  the  fubfcribers  dropped-,  but  not 
before  Lord  Ligonier  had,  with  the  approbation, 
confent,  and  dire&ion  of  his  late  Majefty,  a- 
greed  with  your  Petitioner,  that  he  fhould  have 
200  1.  a-year  for  his  life,  and  Two  Guineas  for 
every  man  returned  ferviceable  to  the  army, 
in  confideration  and  on  condition  of  his  ad¬ 
mitting 
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mitting  to  the  faid  hofpital  all  fuch  ruptured 
foldiers  as  fhould  from  time  to  time  be  fent 
thither. 

The  agreement  being  thus  made  between  the 
crown,  the  commander  in  chief,  and  your  Peti¬ 
tioner,  the  following  warrant  was  made  out  at 
the  War-Office,  and  figned  by  his  late  Majefty, 
for  the  payment  of  200 1.  a  year. 

“  George  R. 

u  WHEREAS  it  hath  been  reprefented 
M  unto  Us,  that  an  Hofpital  is  eftablifhed  for  the 
“  cure  of  indigent  fick  perfons  affiidted  with 
“  Ruptures,  under  the  direftion  of  Samuel  Lee, 
“  Surgeon,  and  the  faid  Samuel  Lee  having, 
<c  fince  the  eflablifhment  of  the  faid  Hofpital 
“  (which  is  the  only  one  of  its  kindj,  received 
4<  into  the  fame,  and  taken  under  his  care,  fuch 
4C  ruptured  foldiers  from  Our  feveral  regiments 
<c  as  have  been  fent  thither,  and  having  alfo 
propofed  to  admit,  as  patients,  all  fuch  rup- 
“  tured  foldiers  as  may,  from  time  to  time, 
#c  be  fent  thither,  at  an  allowance  of  200 1. 
“  a-year :  And  whereas  We  have  been 
cc  credibly  informed,  that  many  of  Our 
“  foldiers  have  been  cured,  fo  as  to  return  to 
“  their  refpedlive  regiments,  and  do  duty 
<c  therein  ;  by  which  great  benefit  has  arifen 
“  to  the  public  and  Our  fervice,  and  a  faving 
“  has  been  made  to  the  out-pen  fion  of  Chelfea- 

“  Hofpital : 
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44  Hofpital :  And  We,  taking  the  premife9  into 
44  Our  confideration,  have  approved  of  thepro- 
•4  pofal  made  by  the  faid  Samuel  Lee,  and 
44  thinking  an  allowance  of  200  1.  a-year  rea- 
44  fonable,  are  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confent  to 
44  his  being  paid  the  fame.  Our  will  and  plea- 
44  fure,  therefore,  is,  and  We  hereby  diredf, 
*4  that  out  of  fuch  monies  as  are  in,  or  ihall 
44  come  to  your  hands,  for  the  contingent  ufes 
44  of  Our  land-forces,  you  pay  unto  the  faid 
<4  Samuel  Lee,  Surgeon,  the  fum  of  200 1.  with- 
44  out  dedudtion,  which  We  are  gracioufly 
44  pleafed  to  grant  him,  in  confideration  and 
44  on  condition  of  his  having  received  and  ad- 
44  mitted  into  the  Hofpital  fuch  foldiers  of  Our 
44  army  as  have  been  afflidted  with  Ruptures, 
44  and  alfo  in  confideration  and  on  condi- 
44  tion  of  his  continuing  to  receive  and  cure 
44  fuch  foldiers,  from  Our  feveral  regiments,  as 
44  ihall  from  time  to  time  be  fent  to  the  faid 
44  Hofpital  during  this  current  year  1758  ;  and 
44  for  fordoing,  this,  with  the  acquittance  of  the 
44  faid  Samuel  Lee,  or  his  affigns,  ihall  be  your 
44  warrant  and  difcharge.  Given  at  Our  court 
44  at  St.  James’s,  the  25th  day  of  March,  1758* 
44  By  his  Majefty’s  command, 

,  44  Barrington-. 

44  To  our  trufty  and  well-beloved  counfellor, 
44  Henry  Fox,  paymailer-general  of  Our 
44  guards,  garrifons,  and  land-forces. 

44  We 
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4C  We  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the 

foregoing  warrant.  Whitehall,  Treafury- 
“  Chambers,  31ft  day  of  January,  1 759. 

44  Holles  Newcastle. 

44  S.  Nugent. 

44  Besborough.” 

The  Hofpital  being  thus  eftablifhed  as  a  mi¬ 
litary  one,  the  following  order  was  ifiued  on 
the  5th  of  April,  1758  : 

“  ORDERED  by  field-marfhal  Lord  vif- 
6t  count  Ligonier,  that  a  ferjeant  from  the  foot- 
44  guards  is  daily  to  attend  at  Mr.  Lee’s  Hof- 
“  pical  for  Ruptured  Men,  near  the  Bridge - 
44  foot,  in  Lambeth,  from  nine  o’clock  in  the 
44  morning  until  he  is  difmifted  by  Mr.  Lee, 
44  from  whom  he  is  to  receive  a  lift  of  the  pa- 
44  tients,  with  the  places  of  their  abode  ;  and 
46  when  any  of  them  negledt  attending,  he  is 
44  to  go  to  them  to  know  the  caufe  of  fuch  neg- 
44  lect ;  and  if  they  can  give  no  fufficienr  rca- 
44  fon  for  it,  he  is  to  confine  them  in  the  Savoy. 
44  And  if  any  of  the  patients  are  guilty  of  any 
ci  irregular  or  indecent  behaviour,  he  is  like- 
44  wife  to  confine  them  ;  and  he  will  obferve  all 
44  orders  he  fhall  receive  from  Mr.  Lee.  He  is 
44  daily  to  report  to  the  officer  commanding 
44  Tilt- Yard-guard,  mentioning  the  names  of 
*4  all  the  men  confined  by  him  ,  and  the  officer 

C  44  cosn- 


4 


[  10  ] 

“  commanding  Tilt-Yard- guard  is  to  report  it 
“  to  the  adjutant-general. 

cc  The  ferjeant  ordered  on  this  duty  is  to  re- 
**  lieve  weekly. 

“  The  firft  regiment  finds  for  this  duty  to- 
“  morrow.” 

After  this,  that  your  Petitioner  might  be 
paid  two  guineas  for  each  man  returned  fervice- 
able,  befides  the  two  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
according  to  the  agreement,  Lord  Ligonier  gave 
the  following  order : 

# 

“  Dec.  6,  1758. 

<c  Ordered, 

AS  the  King  has  been  pleafed  to  ap- 
point  Mr,  Samuel  Lee,  of  Arundel-Street, 
44  Surgeon,  to  take  care  of  all  fuch  private 
“  men  and  non-commiffioned  officers  in  the 
army,  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be,  af- 
fii&ed  with  a  Rupture,  that  the  furgeon  of 
44  every  regiment  do,  for  the  more  fpeedy  re- 
44  lief  of  fuch  objedts,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
44  the  fervice,  examine,  or  caufe  to  be  examined 
44  by  fome  proper  perfon,  four  times  every 
44  year,  viz.  in  the  firft  week  after  Chriftmas- 
44  day.  Lady-day,  Midfummer,  and  Michael- 
*4  mas,  each  man  belonging  to  his  refpedive 
44  regiment,  in  order  for  fuch  as  fhall  be  rup- 
**  tured  to  be  fent  to  the  faid  Mr,  Lee  for  re- 
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44  lief ;  and  at  the  time  any  man  fhall  be  fent 
44  from  the  regiment,  the  commanding  officer 
46  at  the  place  where  the  man  is  quartered  is 
44  to  fend  with  him  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lee,  in  the  * 
44  following  form  : 

44  S  I  R, 

44  PLEASE  to  admit  the  bearer 
44  into  your  hofpital,  for  the  cure  of 

44  a  Rupture,  with  which  he  is  afflidted,  and 
44  thereby  rendered  incapable  of  duty  ;  and 
44  when  he  is  cured,  you  fhall  be  paid  Two  Gui- 
44  neas  by  the  agent  of  the  regiment  for  the 
44  fame. 

44  I  am,  &c. 

44  To  Mr.  Samuel  Lee,  Surgeon,  in  Arun- 
44  del-Street,  London.” 

From  this  time  foldiers  were  fent  according; 
to  Lord  Ligonier’s  order,  and  the  two  gui¬ 
neas  per  man,  and  two  hundred  pounds  a-year 
were  conftantly  paid  until  his  late  Majefty’s 
death  ;  when  many  inconveniences  being  found 
to  attend  proper  returns  being  made  for  the 
payment  of  fuch  foldiers  as  had  been  fent 
from  and  returned  cured  to  Germany,  and 
other  places,  your  Petitioner  propofed  to  Lord 
Ligonier  to  relinquish  the  two  guineas  per 
man,  in  confideration  and  on  condition  of  his 
penfion  being  augmented  to  three  hundred 

C  2  pound-# 
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pounds  a-year  for  his  life  ;  which  proposal 
his  Lordfhip  carried  to  your  Majefty,  and  with 
your  royal  approbation  agreed  with  him  for 
that  fum,  fignified  the  fame  to  the  War-Of¬ 
fice,  and  then  i filled  the  following  order  to  the 
regiments. 

<c  January  26,  1762. 

44  Ordered, 

64  A  S  the  King  has  been  pleafed  to  make  an 

addition  to  the  falary  of  Mr.  Samuel  Lee,  as 
“  furgeon  to  the  army,  for  the  relief  of  all 
44  fuch  ruptured  foldiers  as  now  are,  or  here- 
“  after  may  be,  afflicted  with  that  diforder,  as 
“  foon  as  they  are  recovered  fit  for  duty,  he  is 
44  to  return  them  to  their  refpedtive  corps, 
44  without  any  fee  or  reward  whatever  from  the 

0 

44  regiments  to  which  they  belong;  and  for  the 
44  future,  foldiers  are  to  be  lent  to  him  with  a 
44  letter,  in  the  form  following : 

“Sir, 

44  PLEASE  to  admit  into  your  Hofpital 

44  f\ - B - ,  of  regi- 

44  ment,  and  company,, who  is  af- 

44  Aided  with  a  Rupture  ;  and  when  he  is  fit 
44  for  fervice  to  return  him  to  his  corps. 

44  I  am,  &c. 

44  To  Mr.  Samuel  Lee,  Surgeon,  in  Arun- 
44  del-Street,  London.55 

Soldiers. 
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Soldiers  being  now  to  be  returned  without  an y 
fee  or  reward,  inftead  of  two  guineas  paid  for  each 
man  rendered  ferviceable,  your  Petitioner,  fome 
time  after,  applied  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Ellis,  fe- 
cretary  at  war,  for  the  warrant  due  for  his  care  of 
the  ruptured  foldiers  in  the  year  17b 2  ;  but  Mr. 
Ellis  having  been  but  a  fhort  time  in  the  office, 
and  not  rightly  underflanding  what  the  agree¬ 
ment  was,  or  whether  your  Petitioner  ought  to 
have  the  three  hundred  pounds  a-year  or  not, 
LordLigonier  fignifed  to  him,  by  letter*,  that 
the  agreement  was  three  hundred  pounds  a-year 
for  life,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  paid  the  fame 
in  confequence  of  which,  the  following  war¬ 
rant  was  made  out,  and  figned  bv  your  Majefty. 

“  jGeorge  R. 

44  WHEREAS  it  hath  been  reprefented 
44  unto  Us,  that  an  Holpital  is  effablifhed  for 
44  the  cure  of  indigent  Tick  perfons  affiidled  with 
64  Ruptures,  under  the  direction  of  Samuel 
44  Lee,  Surgeon  ;  and  the  laid  Samuel  Lee 
44  having,  fince  the  eftablifnment  of  the  faid 
44  Hofpital,  which  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind, 
44  received  into  the  lame,  and  taken  under  his 
44  care  fuch  ruptured  foldiers  from  Our  feveral 
44  regiments  as  have  been  fent  thither,  and  hav- 
44  ing  alfo  propofed  to  admit ,  as  patients,  all  fuch 


*  This  letter  was  proved  on  the  trial  again!!  Lord  Ligonier. 

44  ruptured 
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u  ruptured  foldiers  as  Jhally  from  time  to  time ,•  he 
44  fent  thither ,  at  an  allowance  of  three  hundred 
44  pounds  a-year ,  which  allowance  is  now  granted 
44  to  him ,  exprefs  condition  that  he  Jhall  not 
44  make  any  demand  upon  the  regiments  to  which 
44  the  faid  ruptured  men  Jhall  belong ,  nor  demand 
44  or  take  of  the  faid  men  any  confideration  or  re - 
44  ward  whatever :  And  it  having  been  reported 
44  unto  Us,  by  Our  right  trufty  and  well-be- 
44  loved  counfellor  John  Lord-vifcount  Ligo- 
44  nier,  field-marfhal  of  Our  forces,  that  many 
44  of  Our  foldiers  have  been  cured,  fo  as  to  re- 
*4  turn  to  their  refpedtive  corps,  and  do  duty 
44  therein,  by  which  great  benefit  has  arifen  to 
44  the  public  and  Our  fervice ,  and  a  faving  has 
44  been  made  to  the  out-penfion  of  Chelfea-Hofpi- 
44  tal:  And  We  taking  the  premifes  into  confidera- 
44  twny  have  approved  of  the  propofal  made  by  him 
44  the  faid  Samuel  Lee^  and  thinking  an  allowayice 
44  of  three  hundred  pounds  a-year  reafonable ,  are 
44  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confent  to  his  being  paid  the 
44  fame  \  Our  will  and  pleafure  therefore  is, 
44  and  We  herebv  direct,  that  out  of  fuch  mo- 
4C  nies  as  are  in  or  fhali  come  to  your  hands, 
44  for  the  contingent  ufes  of  Our  land-forces, 
44  you  pay  unto  the  laid  Samuel  Lee,  Surgeon, 
44  the  lum  of  three  hundred  pounds  without 
44  deduction,  which  We  are  gracioufly  pleafed 
<4  to  grant  him*  in  confideration  of  his  having 
t4  received  and  admitted  into  the  faid  Hofpital 
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«  fuch  foldiers  of  Our  army  as  have  been  af- 
6t  fli&ed  with  Ruptures  during  the  courfe  of 
“  the  year  1762  ;  and  for  fo  doing,  this,  with 
“  the  acquittance  of  the  faid  Samuel  Lee,  or 
“  his  affigns,  fhall  be  your  warrant  and  dif- 
*c  charge.  Given  at  Our  court  at  St.  James’s, 
“  this  24th  of  Auguft,  1763,  in  the  third  year 
of  Our  reign. 

“  By  his  Majefty’s  command, 

“  W.  Ellis. 

To  Our  right  trufty  and  well-beloved 
“  counfellor  Henry  Lord  Holland,  pay- 
“  mafter-general  of  Our  guards,  garri- 
“  fons,  and  land-forces. 

u  We  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
<c  aforefaid  warrant.  Whitehall, Treafury-Cham- 
“  bers,  the  21ft  day  of  September,  1763. 

“  George  Grenville. 

“  North, 

4C  Thomas  Orby  Hunter,” 

\ 

Though  the  great  benefit  that  has  arifen  to 
the  public  and  the  fervice  plainly  appears  by 
this  warrant  under  your  Majefty’s  own  hand, 
that  a  report  has  been  made  to  your  Majefty 
by  Lord  Ligonier,  and  that,  taking  the  pre- 
miles  into  your  royal  confideration,  you  are 
gracioufiy  pleafed  to  approve  of  the  propofal 
made,  to  think  the  allowance  of  three  hundred 
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pounds  a-year  reafonable,  to  grant  your  Petiti¬ 
oner  that  lum,  and  confent  to  his  being  paid 
the  fame  ;  yet,  as  the  words  from  time  to  time , 
inflead  of  the  word  life ,  were  inferred  in  the 
warrant,  and  your  Petitioner,  on  enquiring  the 
reafon  thereof,  was  informed  that  the  words  for 
life  could  not,  with  propriety,  be  inferred  in 

any  warrant  directing  money  to  be  paid  out  of 
# 

the  contingencies  of  the  army  annually  voted, 
he  defired,  for  fear  any  future  fecretary  at  war 
fhould  have  any  doubt  whether  the  agreement 
was  for  life  or  not,  to  have  fome  voucher  under 
Lord  Ligonief  s  own  hand  as  to  that  particular, 
which  he  was  pleafed  immediately  to  giant; 
and  that  there  never  might  be  any  difficulty  in 
obtaining,  at  the  War-Office,  the  annual  war¬ 
rants  as  they  became  due,  and  that  your  Petiti¬ 
oner  fhould  have  it  always  in  his  own  power  to 
fhew  any  fecretary  at  war  in  what  manner,  and 
for  what  reafons,  the  penfion  of  three  hundred 
pounds  a-year  was  granted  to  him  by  your  Ma- 
jefty  for  his  life,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  paid 
the  fame,  his  Lordfhip  lodged  in  his  hands  the 
following  letter,  directed 

*  u  To  the  Right  Hon.  Welbore  Ellis,  or  any 
“  other  his  Majefty’s  fecretary  at  war 
ct  for  the  time  being. 


c  This  letter  was  proved  ok  the  trial  againft  LorJ  Ugonier, 

<fc  North- 
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4C  North  Audley-Street,  Oftober  14,  1763. 

“  Sir, 

<c  AS  Mr.  Lee  has  defired  me  to  inform  you, 
<c  or  any  other  his  Majefty’s  fecretary  at  war 
“  for  the  time  being,  in  what  manner  his  pen- 
<c  fion  was  granted  : 

“  It  was,  he  fhould  have  two  hundred  pounds 
“  per  annum  for  his  life,  in  confideration  and 
“  on  condition  of  his  receiving  into  his  Hofpi- 
<c  tal  and  relieving  fuch  ruptured  foldiers  as 
fhould,  from  time  to  time,  be  fent  thither ; 
“  and  he  was  alfo  to  receive  from  the  regiments 
“  Two  Guineas  for  every  recovered  man;  but 
cc  this  method  of  Two  Guineas  being  paid  be- 
ing  found  impracticable,  by  the  difperlion  of 
<c  the  troops,  and  the  refufal  of  the  furgeons  to 
ce  give  certificates  of  cure,  it  waspropofed  by  Mr. 
cc  Lee  and  agreed,  he  fhould  not  claim  any  re- 
“  ward  from  the  regiments,  and  that  his  falary 
<c  fhould  be  augmented  to  three  hundred 
“  pounds  per  annum  for  his  life  ,  and  every 
“  man  who  had  been  in  his  hands  and  re- 
<c  mained  in  the  corps  able  to  ferve,  fhould  be 
“  reputed  cured  ;  and  as  feveral  officers  from 
cc  different  regiments  have  certified  that  many 
tc  men  of  their  corps  have  been  rendered  fer- 
cc  vjceable,  and  done  their  duty  in  their  refpeo 
tive  regiments  after  they  have  been  relieved 
by  Mr.  Lee,  and  many  men  of  my  regiment 
a  are  well,  and  now  ferving  in  the  regiment ; 

D  “  I  think 
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cc  I  think  the  faving  fo  many  men  deferves  en- 
cc  couragement,  and  that  he  ought  to  have  the 
“  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum  for  life  ; 
“  and  as  his  Majefty  figned  the  warrant  for 
cc  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum ,  on  the 
“  24th  of  Auguft  Iaft,  I  hope  you  will  give 
<c  directions  for  his  warrants  being  made  out 
“  accordingly,  and  which  I  doubt  not  you  will 
cc  continue  to  lay  before  his  Majefty  for  the 
“  benefit  of  poor  foldiers. 

“  Ligonier.” 

After  this,  the  warrants  for  your  Petitioner’s 
care  of  the  ruptured  foldiers  in  the  years  1763 
and  1764,  were  made  out  in  the  fame  form  as 
that  for  the  year  1762,  and  figned  by  your 
Majefty. 

Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  looking  on  tliefe 
faCts  as  binding  and  fecure  as  any  contract  that 
could  be  made  •,  in  the  year  1 766  applied  to 
Lord  Barrington,  then  fecretary  at  war,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Ellis,  and  defired  that  the  war¬ 
rant,  due  to  him  for  his  care  of  the  ruptured 
foldiers  in  the  year  1765,  might  be  made  out  j 
which  after  repeated  folicitations  being  done, 
he  received  the  following  letter  from  his  Lord- 
fhip  ; 

“  War  .Office,  November  19,  17 65. 

“  Sir, 

“IN  anfwer  to  your  feveral  applications  to 

me?  I  am  now  to  acquaint  you  that  the  King 

*4  h&s 
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u  has  been  pleafed  to  fign  another  warrant  for 
sc  three  hundred  pounds,  as  a  confideration 

for  your  trouble  and  ex  pence  in  curing  rup- 
“  tured  foldiers  in  the  courfe  of  lad  year  ;  but 
“  I  am  at  the  fame  time  exprefsly  to  repeat 
ct  what  I  faid  to  you  laft  Chriftmas,  that*this  is 
<c  the  laft  warrant  will  ever  be  granted  to  you 
ct  on  this  account. 

“  I  am,  Sir, 

“  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

“  BARRINGTON.’* 

Immediately  after  this,  your  Petitioner  went 
to  the  War-Office,  and  there  law  a  warrant 
figned  by  your  Majefty  according  to  the  pur¬ 
port  of  Lord  Barrington’s  letter,  which  being 
totally  inconfiftent  with  the  agreement  made,  he 
refufed  to  accept  it,  and  acquainted  Lord  Ligo- 
nier  therewith,  who  not  only  approved  of  his 
condud,  but  advifed  him  to  fend  a  petition  to 
Lord  Granby,  dating  thefe  fads,  and  requefting 
that  his  Lordffiip,  as  commander  in  chief, 
would  be  pleafed  to  reprefent  the  fame  to  your 
Majefty. 

The  royal  anfwer  to  which  was,  as  your  Pe¬ 
titioner  was  informed  by  Lord  Granby, 

That  You  could  give  no  directions 

ABOUT  AN  AFFAIR  THAT  YOU  DID  NOT 
RIGHTLY  UNDERSTAND. 

D  z 
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Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  by  Lord  Ligo 
nier’s  advice,  wrote  again  to  Lord  Barrington, 
and  fcnt  him  a  copy  of  your  Majefly’s  warrants 
and  Lord  Ligonier’s  vouchers  ;  at  the  fame  time 
requeuing  that  the  warrants  might  be  made 
out  for  the  money  due  ;  but  in  anfwer  received 
the  following  very  extraordinary  letter. 

<c  War-Office,  March  27,  1769. 

<c  Sir, 

tc  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21ft 
cc  inftant,  and  the  papers  therewith  inclofed. 
u  Without  entering  into  a  detail  of  the  bufi- 
“  nefs  to  which  they  relate,  it  is  fufficient  that 
<c  I  inform  you,  1  never  had  the  lead  idea  of 
“  your  being  paid  an  annuity  for  life,  as  ap- 
“  pears  by  my  warrants  •,  that  Mr.  Ellis  never 
4C  had  any  fuch  idea  appears  by  his  ;  that  the 
“  commander  in  chief  has  no  bufinefs  with,  or 
tc  authority  m  tranfa&ions  which  relate  to 
“  public  money  ;  and  that  I  do  not  think  pro- 
“  per  to  advife  the  King  to  allow  any  thing 
“  further  on  account  of  ruptured  foldiers.  The 
“  annual  warrants  you  have  formerly  had  were 
“  annual  fubfcriptions,  like  thole  of  individuals, 
“  revocable  at  pleafure. 

“  I  am.  Sir, 
cc  Your  mod:  obedient, 

<c  and  molt  humble  Servant, 

46  Barrington-.” 
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This  letter  being  fliewn  to  Lord  Ligonief, 
he  faid,  as  I  now  find  Lord  Barrington  does  not 
think  proper  to  advife  the  King  to  allow  the 
fum  agreed  for,  or  even  what  under  his  own 
royal  hand  he  has  gracioufly  promifed  to  grant, 
fo  I  prefume  by  his  ideas,  he  would  willingly 
over-rule  my  authorities  as  commander  in  chief, 
not  liking  to  believe  what  he  fees  with  his  own 
eyes,  either  the  King’s  word  in  his  warrants,  or 
my  repeated  letters  to  the  War 'Office,  and  or¬ 
ders  to  the  army.  — His  Lord  fh  ip  then  defired 
a  copy  of  Lord  Barrington’s  letter  might  be  fent 
to  Lord  Granby  ;  and  faid,  whatever  Lord 
Barrington’s  ideas  are,  he  is  conftitutionally  no 
more  chan  hr  ft  clerk  or  fecretary  to  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief;  it  being  inferted  in  his  ap¬ 
pointment  as  fecretary  at  war,  that  he  fhall 
obey  all  fuch  orders  as  he  fhall,  from  time  to 
time,  receive  from  the  king,  or  his  commander 
in  chief  for  the  time  being;  confequently,  faid 
Lord  Ligonier,  it  was  his  duty,  on  fight  of 
my  vouchers,  to  have  made  out  the  warrants 
for  the  money  due  inftead  of  writing  fuch  a 
letter;  for  if  it  once  becomes  an  eftablifhed 
rule,  that  a  fecretary  at  war  is  to  controul  the 
adtions  of  a  commander  in  chief,  inftead  of 
making  out  warrants  for  money  due  in  confe- 
quence  of  bargains  made,  it  will  be  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  public  to  make  agreements  for  the 

benefit 


[  22  ] 

benefit  of  the  army  with  the  fecretary  at  war* 
not  the  commander  in  chief,  who,  by  that 
means,  will  be  reduced  to  a  mere  cypher,  and 
his  own  fecretary  a£t  as  fupreme.  — -  But  Lord 
Ligonier  now  thinking  all  kind  of  application 
in  vain,  advifed  your  Petitioner  to  take  every 
ftep  the  law  would  authorize  for  the  recovery 
of  his  property,  faying,  that  he  himfelf  would 
at  all  times  be  ready  to  prove  in  an  open  court 
of  juftice  what  he  had  fo  often  vouched  under 
his  own  hand,  that  the  agreement  was  three 
hundred  pounds  a-year  for  life,  nay,  even  that 
your  Majelty  granted  him  that  fum. 

Thus  circumftanced,  your  Majefty’s  Petiti* 
oner  laid  his  cafe  before  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
now  fpeaker  to  the  Ploufe  of  Commons,  and 
Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  who  gave  their  opinions 
thereon  ^  Sir  Fletcher's  a  verbal  one,  but  Mr, 
Serjeant  Glynn’s  in  thefe  words  :  “  Mr.  Lee 
“  having  provided  a  houfe  and  proper  accom- 
“  modations  for  ruptured  perfons,  a  counter- 
“  mandable  warrant  for  the  payment  of  two  or 
tc  three  hundred  pounds  a-year  cannot  be  con- 
“  fidered  as  a  compenfation  for  the  expence  of 
“  fuch  an  undertaking ;  I  fhould  therefore  have 
“  »o  doubt  upon  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
“  exclufive  of  the  exprefs  evidence  of  Lord 
“  Ligonier’s  letters,  that  it  was  intended  an 
“  annuity  for  life,  but  no  a£t  has  been  done 
ct  that  can  bind  the  crown  j  his  remedy  muft 
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<c  therefore  be  againd  him  that  he  negotiated 
“  with,  Lord  Ligonier. 

<c  J.  Glynn.55 

But  Sir  Fletcher  was  not  fo  clear  as  to  its  be¬ 
ing  fuch  an  agreement  as  could,  confident  with 
the  dridb rules  of  common  law,  be  recovered  in 
a  court  of  juftice,  but  faid  it  was  well  worth 
trying  for  •,  tor  if  it  was  not  binding  in  that  way, 
the  lum  agreed  for  ought  mod  certainly  to  be 
paid  on  the  principles  of  public  faith,  becaufe 
if  fuch  bargains  were  to  be  fet  afide  the  King*s 
bufmefs  could  not  go  on. 

Thefe  opinions  your  Petitioner  laid  before 
Lord  Ligonier,  who  fent  them  to  the  War- 
Office,  and  defired  that  the  cafe,  to  avoid  all 
law,  might,  by  means  of  your  Majefty,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  attorney-general*,  which  being  re- 
fufed  by  Lord  Barrington,  Lord  Ligonier  ad- 
vifed  your  Petitioner  to  apply  once  more  to 
Lord  Granby,  which  he  did,  briefly  dated  thefe 
fads  in  his  petition,  and  with  it  Lord  Ligonier 
fent  the  following  letrer  to  Lord  Granby. 

“  North  Audley-Street,  Feb.  io,  1769. 

My  dear  Lord, 

cc  S  I  R  Fletcher  Norton’s  opinion  in  regard 
cc  to  Mr.  Lee’s  affair,  has  been  laid  before  me 
“  this  morning.  In  judice  to  Mr.  Lee,  I  mud 
P  fay  that  the  penflon  of  three  hundred  pounds 

4-  3- year 
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<c  a-year  was  granted  to  him  by  his  Majeffy  for 
ct  life,  and  my  letters  to  the  fecretary  at  war  ex- 
u  plain  that. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

“  My  dear  Lord, 

“  Your  molt  obedient  humble  fervant, 

“  Ligonier.5* 
To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Granby. 

In  anfvver  to  this,  your  Petitioner  was  in¬ 
formed,  as  Lord  Granby  had  before  fpoke  to 
your  Majeffy  on  this  {object  he  could  do  no 
more  in  it. 

Lord  Ligonier  therefore  feeing  no  redrefs 
could  be  obtained  by  any  kind  of  application, 
nobly  contented  to  an  action  being  brought 
againft  himfelf,  which  your  Petitioner  under¬ 
took  to  do,  but  not  without  firft  offering  his 
Lordfhip  a  general  releafe  ;  well  knowing  that 
though  the  agreement  was  made  with  him  on 
behalf  of  the  crown,  he  could  never  mean  to 
pledge  himfelf  for  the  payment  of  the  fum 
agreed  for  fo  as  to  affedt  his  own  private  fortune. 

The  adlion  was  therefore  brought  to  try  the 
fecurity  of  people  in  common  law  making 
agreements  with  the  chief  of  any  department 
on  the  principles  of  public  faith  *,  and  whether 
the  perfon  thus  agreeing  on  behalf  of  the 
crown  could  be  fo  fir  rendered  liable  as  to 
{land  in  the  place  of  your  Majefty  ? 
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But  no  fooner  was  Lord  Ligonier  ferved  with 
the  neceffary  procefs  of  the  court  than  he  fent' 
it  to  the  War  Office,  and  in  anfwer  was  told, 
that  the  folicitor  to  the  Treafury  fhould  be  or¬ 
dered  to  defend  it;  he  was  accordingly  employed, 
but  not  by  Lord  Ligonier,  for  he  was  too  noble 
and  too  juft  to  deny  the  fa£t. 

But  Lord  Barrington  ftill  tefufing  to  make 
out  the  warrants  for  the  money  due,  the  cafe 
was  at  laft  laid  before  Mr.  De  Grey,  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  attorney-general,  who  gave  his  opinion 
thereon  to  this  purport : 

“  That  your  Petitioner  could  not  in  that  ac- 
“  tion  recover  a  compenfation  for  an  annuity  for 
14  his  life  upon  the  evidence  then  ftated  *,  but  as 
44  long  as  the  contrafl  and  fervice  did  continue 
4C  and  was  in  ufe,  he  was  entitled  to  the  ftipu* 
44  lated  price ;  and  that  for  as  many  years  as  any 
44  one  man  was  fent  to  the  hofpital  and  received, 
44  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  300  h  a-year.” 

But  Lord  Barrington  being  no  more  content 
with  this  opinion  than  the  words  in  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  warrants  or  Lord  Ligonier’s  vouchers,  no 
money  was  paid  into  court ;  and  the  caufe  came 
on  to  be  heard  in  your  Majefty’s  court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  the  fittings  after  Michaelmas-term 
1769,  when  it  was  fully  proved  under  Lord 
Ligonier’s  hand  in  his  letters  to  your  Majefty’s 
fecretary  at  war,  that  the  agreement  was  three 
hundred  pounds  a-year  for  life, 
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But  your  Majefty’s  council  urging  that  there 
was  no  pretence  for  a  perlonal  contract,  that  it 
was  not  a  matter  of  fa6l,  but  a  point  of  law  to  be 
tried,  and  that  as  foon  as  your  Petitioner  ac¬ 
cepted  payment  from  your  Majefty,  Lord  Li- 
gonier  was  difeharged  ;  it  was  agreed,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  this  quirk  of  law ,  to  take  a  verdidt  by 
confent  for  one  guinea  damages  and  cods,  and 
alio  to  accept  the  warrant  for  three  hundred 
pounds,  fo  as  aforefaid  made  out  at  the  War- 
Office  for  the  care  of  ruptured  foldiers  in  the 
year  1 765,  in  full  fatisfadlion  of  any  demand 
he  might  have  againft  Lord  Ligonier  or  againft 
Government  to  that  time. 

The  principal  motive  of  which  was,  that  it 
was  never  his  intention  to  make  Lord  Ligonier 
liable  fo  as  to  affedt  his  private  fortune,  and 
againft  Government  he  never  could  have  any 
legal  demand  ;  fo  that  his  juft  and  equitable 
claim  againft  your  Majefty,  on  the  principles  of 
public  faith,  now  remains  juft  the  fame  as  if  the 
caufe  againft  Lord  Ligonier  had  never  been 
tried,  and  that  for  your  royal  grant  in  confe- 
qtience  of  the  propofal  made  as  certified  under 
your  ovvn  hand  and  Lord  Ligonier’s  as  com¬ 
mander  in  chief. 

However,  the  coft  and  damage  fo  recovered 
againft  Lord  Ligonier  your  Petitioner  received  at 
the  War-Office,  and  figned  a  receipt  wrote  by 
Mr.  Francis,  firft  clerk,  in  the  following  words: 

War-Office* 


/ 
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War-Office,  May  27,  1770. 

RECEIVED  of  Lord-Vilcount  Barrington, 
fecretary  at  war,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Philip 
Francis,  the  fum  of  eighty  pounds  five  fhil- 
lings. 

Samuel  Lee. 

By  this  it  is  evident  fome  of  the  debt,  due  in 
confequence  of  a  bargain  made  with  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  was  paid  with  public  money. 

But  on  whom  a  legal  claim  can  be  made,  or 
from  whom  the  full  fum  due  on  fuch  agree- 
ments  can  be  obtained,  every  future  contractor 
will  moil  undoubtedly  for  his  own  fecurity  be 
glad  to  underftand  •,  left,  by  the  determined  re- 
folution  of  one  man,  another  fo  contracting 
fhould  be  inevitably  ruined,  not  knowing  where 
to  apply  for  redrefs, 

A  CIRCUMSTANCE  AT  THIS  JUNCTURE  WELL 
WORTHY  THE  ROYAL  CONSIDERATION. 

But  thus  ended  the  action  between  Lord  Li- 
gonier  and  your  Majefty’s  Petitioner  ;  and  as 
Lord  Barrington  from  every  circumftance  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  materially  concerned,  it 
may  poffibly  be  deemed  an  affront  to  his  Lord- 
ftiip’s  fincerity,  not  to  ftate  by  way  of  contraft 
what  he  has  done  for  as  well  as  againft  your 
Petitioner  : 

E  2 


He 
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Pie  therefore  mod  humbly  fets  forth, 


THAT  fo  long  ago  as  the  year  1752  he  was 
employed  by  the  then  lords  commiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty  to  take  care  of  the  ruptured  pen- 
fioners  in  the  royal  hofpital  at  Greenwich  ;  and 
that  the  federal  men  under-named  were  feledted 
by  the  phyfician  andfurgeonof  the  hofpital,  and 
put  under  his  care  by  way  of  experiment ;  viz. 


aged  ruptured  on 


Roger  Farrow,  76  years, 

22  years, 

right  fide 

Roger  Gupton,  73 

16 

both  fides 

Gab.  Prideaux,  55 

16 

both  fides 

James  Gauftich,  59 

7 

both  fides 

Henry  Nickols,  74 

4 

both  fides 

Andr.  IVPKenfie,  58 

5 

both  fides 

Richard  Taylor,  73 

2  6 

left  fide 

George  Dicks,  78 

1 6 

left  fide 

Mart.  Jackfon,  87 

9 

both  fides 

Tho*  all  thefe  men  had  been  in  the  hofpital, 
and  had  often  ufed  the  inadequate  remedy  of 
a  fteel  trufs,  yet  they  never  had  any  relief ;  and 
confequently  differed  for  many  years  frequent 
pains,  ficknefs,  difficulty  in  making  water, 
cholics,  &c.  as  is  ufual  to  thofe  who  are  un¬ 
happily  ruptured.  — But  being  perfectly  reliev¬ 
ed  of  all  thefe  complaints  by  your  Petitioner, 
he  made  a  report  thereof  to  the  then  }ords-com- 

miffioner$ 


i 
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nfiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  which  was  foon 
after  contradicted  by  a  counter-report  from  the 
phyfician  and  furgeon  of  the  hofpital ;  on  which 
account.  Lord  Barrington  (being  then  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  Admiralty)  prevailed  on  the 
other  lords  of  that  board  to  go  down  with  hini 
to  Greenwich  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  this 
matter ;  and  the  commiftioners  of  fick  and 
wounded,  the  furgeons  of  your  Majefty’s  yards, 
the  phyfician  and  furgeon  of  the  royal  hofpi¬ 
tal,  Dr.  Thcmpfon,  late  phyfician  to  your  Ma? 
jefty,  and  Mr.  Mitchell,  furgeon  to  the  royal  re¬ 
giments  of  horfe-guards,  being  ordered  to  at¬ 
tend,  Lord  Barrington  was  deputed  by  the  reft 
of  their  lordfhips  to  examine,  and  in  confequence 
thereof  the  following  certificate  was  granted  : 

“  WE  the  under-named  do  certify,  that  we 
c<  have  this  day  examined  nine  penfioners  of 
cc  Greenwich-Hofpital,  who  were  all  afilictecj. 
“  with  Ruptures,  and  have  been  under  Mr. 
<c  Lee’s  care  for  that  complaint ;  they  are  all 
ic  old,  the  youngeft  being  about  fifty,  and  one 
u  of  them  is  eighty-feven  ;  they  have  not  at 
“  prefent  any  appearance  of  being  ruptured, 
“  but  they  have  not  been  trufted  without  their 
u  bandages ;  they  all  declare  themfelves  to  be  free 
[[  from  their  former  pains,  and  that  their  ban- 

66  ^ages 
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ec  dages  are  no  trouble  to  them.  Witnefs  our 
“  hands  this  26th  day  of  March,  1752. 

“  D.  COCKBURNE. 

<c  Tho.  Thompson. 

“  J.  Rider. 

“  David  Hunter. 

“  Jeff.  Saul. 

“  Wm.  Mitchell. 

“  Signed  before  us  who  were  likewife  pre- 
u  fent  at  the  examination. 

u  Barrington. 

“  Tho.  Villiers. 
“  Wm.  Bell, 
u  Nath.  Hill/5 

.After  this,  there  were  many  examinations  in  the 
prefence  of  Lord  Barrington  of  fuch  penfionersof 
the  royal  hofpitals  of  Greenwich  and  Chelfea  as 
had  been  under  your  Petitioner’s  care;  and  which, 
by  means  of  Sir  J.  Ligonier,  was  afterwards  car¬ 
ried  into  St.  James’s  Palace,  even  into  the  apart¬ 
ments  of  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  concerning  which  fome  of  the 
mod:  audacious  fallhoods  being  propagated, 
Mr.  Dodingtcn  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
Sir  John  (afterwards  Lord)  Ligonier : 

“  Hammerfmith, 


✓ 
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44  Hammerfmith,  April  22,  1752, 

44  Dear  Sir, 

44  Mr.  Lee,  the  bearer,  having,  to  the  evidence 
44  of  my  own  eyes,  and  thofeof  feveral  gentlemen 
44  of  much  greater  confequence,  improved  the 
44  branch  offurgery  relating  to  Ruptures  (hitherto 
44  either  fhamefully  unknown  or  fhamefuily  neg- 
44  lecled)  almoft  to  a  certainty,  and  my  phyfician, 
“  upon  careful  examination  and  infpedtion  of  his 
44  method  of  cure,  having  allured  me  that  it  is 
44  free  from  all  quackery,  and  according  to  the 
44  rules  of  art,  I  have  taken  him  under  my 
44  poor  protedlion,  in  order  to  fpread  this  bene- 
44  fit  among  mankind  as  far  as  [  can,  which  the 
44  phyfical  body  both  in  and  out  of  the  colleges 
44  of  Chelfea  and  Greenwich  are  endeavouring 
44  to  ftifle  and  fupprefs,  by  all  means  of  ail 
44  kinds  they  can  invent. 

44  You  love  the  army  or  you  would  be  very 
44  ungrateful-,  you  know  how  many  fine  men  it 
44  lofes  by  this  complaint,  how  much  it  coils 
44  the  hofpitals  to  keep  them,  how  much  it  colts 
44  the  regiments  to  recruit  them  *.  I  need  not 
44  add  how  much  the  humanity  would  be,  as  well 
44  as  the  faving  of  the  men,  if  the  expence  could 
44  befaved  to  the  public,  all  or  great  part  of  which 
44  I  truft  may  be  done  by  this  man’s  abilities  and 
44  integrity,  forwarded  by  your  prote&ion  when 
44  you  find  he  deferves  it.  He  has  had  a  man 
44  with  him,  Robert  Oxlade,  of  your  regiment, 

44  which 
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u  which  I  am  glad  of,  as  I  make  no  doubt  but 
“  he  will  cure  him. 

“  This  affair  is  of  fuch  infinite  confequence 
tc  to  the  army  in  particular,  that  I  beg  to  have 
“  the  honour  of  talking  with  you  about  it  *,  I 
“  do  not  mean  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  com- 
tc  ing  hither,  but  will  come  to  town  and  wait 
“  upon  you  at  your  own  houfe  any  morning  this 
week  or  next  that  you  pleafe  to  appoint  me, 
“  or  at  any  other  place  that  may  be  more  con- 
64  venient  to  you.  , 

“  I  am,  with  the  moft  affectionate  refpefl, 

“  Dear  Sir, 

44  Your  mod  faithful  humble  fervant, 

“  George  Dodington.” 

In  confequence  of  this,  the  affair  was  fully 
confidered.  But  many  unfair  practices  being  foon 
after  made  ufe  of  on  the  penfioners  of  Greenwich- 
Hofpiral  byDnCockburne  and  others,  and  feveral 
reflections  being  cafl  by  Mr.  Jarvis,  auditor  to  the 
holpital,  on  Lord  Barrington  and  the  Admiralty- 
board,  your  Petitioner  thought  it  his  duty  to 
acquaint  them  therewith,  and  therefore  wrote  a 
narrative  of  the  whole,  and  fent  it  to  Mr.  Doding¬ 
ton,  then  at  his  feat  in  Dorfetfnire ;  from  whence 
he  was  pleafed  to  tranlmit  it  to  Lord  Barring¬ 
ton  at  Beckett,  and  in  anfwer  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  from  his  lordfhip  : 

cc 


Beckett, 
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44  Beckett,  July  4,  1752. 

44  Dfe ar  Sir, 

u  YOU  R  letter  and  the  paper  with  \vhich 
4  it  is  accompanied  furprize  me  extremely,  and 
4  the  more  fo  becaufe  I  underftood  at  the  gene- 
4  ral  court*  that  Lee  fhould  have  the  care  of  all 
4  the  ruptured  penfioners  in  the  hofpital,  and  all 
4  referred  to  the  court  of  directors  was  only, 
c  what  kind  of  allowance  he  fhould  have*  Lee’s 
4  narrative  is  fo  very  extraordinary  that  I  can 
6  fcarce  believe  it  •  but  though  one  man’s  tefti- 
4  mony  is  not  fufficient  ground  of  condemna- 
4  tion  without  hearing  both  fides,  I  am  fure  it 
6  juftifies  and  requires  the  ftridleft  enquiry  into 
4  a  matter  of  this  confequence  to  the  poor 
4  wretches  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  rather  as 
4  there  are  many  witneffes  of  the  unwillingnefs 
4  fhewn  by  Dr.  Cockburne  and  others  on  this 
4  occafion. —if  fome  bufinefs  of  confequence 
4  and  company,  fome  of  which  came  a  long 
4  journey  and  thro’  bad  roads  to  fee  me,  did 
4  not  prevent,  I  would  immediately  go  to  town, 

4  that  no  time  may  be  loft  by  my  flaying  in  the 
4  country. — I  have  enclofed  the  narrative  in  a 
4  letter  of  my  own,  and  fent  it  by  this  poll  to 
4  the  Admiralty.  Every  man  there  is  convinced 
4  that  Lee  can  do  more  for  the  relief  of  rup- 

4. 

4  tured  perfons  than  any  one  alive,  and  is  very 
4  defirous  therefore  that  he  fhould  be  employ- 
4  ed,  fupported,  and  protected  at  the  Hofpital. 

F  44  If 

*  *«  i* ;  1  . 
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tt  ^ - ]f  t]ie  narrative  fays  true,  their  Lordlhips 

u  have  been  ufed  with  great  impertinence  by 
44  Mr.  Jarvis  and  Dr.  Cockburne ;  but,  to  fay  the 
ic  truth,  I  fufpedt  that  part  of  it  more  than  the 
“  reft,  and  that  it  is  inferted  with  a  view  to  in- 
“  flame;  for  Jarvis,  though  he  is  often  mad,  is 
<c  a  madman  of  the  civil  and  gentle  kind,  and 
“  Cockburne  *,  like  most  of  his  country- 

U  MEN,  IS  AS  ABJECT  TO  THOSE  ABOVE  HIM  AS 
“  HE  IS  INSOLENT  TO  THOSE  BELOW  HIM.  Be- 

“  fides,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  the  Admiralty 
44  can  turn  him  out  at  pleafure ;  a  confideration 
46  which,  I  am  perfuaded,  no  refentment  or 

41  paflion  could  make  him  forget. - Be  that 

44  as  it  may,  I  am  fure  the  board  would  fooner 
44  forgive  any  difrefpedt  to  themfeives,  than  the 
44  leaft  attempt  to  ftifle  fo  valuable  a  difeovery, 
44  and  deprive  the  penfloners  of  the  comfort 
44  they  muft  receive  from  it. — I  believe  I  am 
44  naturally  lomewhat  perfevering,  and  find 
4t  that  my  obftinacy  increafes  with  the  dodtor’s. 
46  — -I  think,  therefore,  I  fhall  not  forget  or 
44  negledt  this  matter,  and  I  hope  the  ifiue  will 
44  be  fuch  as  you  approve. 

44  I  am,  with  the  molt  affectionate  refpeeft, 

44  Dear  Sir,* 

44  Your  rnoft  faithful  humble  Servant, 

44  Barrington. 

This  gentleman  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 

44  I  will 


* 
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I  will  not  defpair  of  having  the  honour  to 
66  fee  you  here  this  fummer.  From  Ham- 
4t  merfmith  to  Beckett  is  no  more  than  ten 
“  hours  work ;  the  roads  very  good  •,  the 
44  country  you  pals  through  very  fine, 
“  and  the  roads  admirably  well  ferved. 
u  The  road  is  through  Maidenhead,  Net* 
<c  tlebed,  Abington,  and  Farrington. 

tc  I  fend  herewith  an  extract  of  the  material 
44  part  of  my  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  that  in 
44  cafe  1  have  omitted  any  thing,  or  put  the  af* 
44  fair  on  a  wrong  footing,  you  may  (and  I 
“  beg  you  will)  inftruct  me. 

44  Extraft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Admiralty. 

J  ■■■  •  1  ■'“*  '* 

-  J  1  .  $  *  i 

44  IF  the  narrative  fays  true,  the  directors 
<e  feem  to  have  totally  mifunderftood  the  order 

m 

44  of  the.  general  court,  where  it  was  abfolutely 
44  determined,  and  for  the  bed  reafons,  that 
41  Lee  fhould  have  the  care  of  all  the  ruptured 
41  patients  •,  and  no  more  was  left  to  the  di~ 
4C  reflors  than  to  report  their  opinion,  what 
44  kind  of  allowance  fhould  be  made  him,  as 
4C  well  for  thofe  who  were  cured,  wearing  ban- 
**  dages,  as  for  thofe  who  could  venture  to 
44  leave  them  off. — After  what  Mr.  Villiers, 
4C  myfelf,  nay  even  Dr.  Cockburne,  faw  and 

figned  j  after  the  do6lor?-s  public  acknow- 

F  z  "  ledgmenf* 
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64  ledgment,  <c  that  Lee  can  do  more  for  the  re- 
44  lief  of  ruptured  penfioners  than  any  man 
44  living  after  the  aftonifhing  cures  per- 
44  formed  on  the  old  penfioners  of  Chelfea-Hof- 
44  pital,  and  Lee’s  eflablifhment  there  as  rup- 
44  ture-furgeon,  the  general  court  could  never 
44  refer  to  the  diredtors,  whether  he  fhould  be 
44  trufted  with  the  remaining  ruptured  pen- 
44  fioners  or  not. — I  am  perfuaded  the  next  ge- 
44  neral  court  will  fet  all  this  matter  right ;  and 
44  that  the  Admiralty  will  not  fuffer  their  good 
cc  intentions  to  be  baffled,  or  deliver  the  poor 
44  wretches  they  have  fent  to  the  Hofpital  into 
44  the  hands  of  Dr,  Cockburne,  Mr.  Rider,  and 
44  the  trufs-maker. — I  hope  the  next  general 
44  court  willlikewife  fettle  Lee’s  allowance,  for  I 
44  plainly  fee  the  directors  will  fettle  nothing. — * 
14  I  defire  to  know  when  the  next  general  court 
44  will  be  held,  and  if  pofflble  I  will  come  to  it, 
44  though  l  fhould  have  no  other  bufinefs  in 
•4  town.” 

After  this  there  was  a  great  number  of  the 
penfioners  from  both  the  Royal  Hofpitals,  who 
had  been  cured  by  your  Petitioner,  examined 
by  Lord  Barrington  and  other  noblemen,  at  the 
Right  Hon.  George  Dodington’s  •,  concerning 
which  fome  of  the  mofi  audacious  falfhoods 
being  propagated,  Mr.  Dodington  fent  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  to  Sir  John  Ligonier, 


44  October 
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44  October  17,  1752. 

44  Dear  Sir, 

44  I  BEG  the  favour  of  you  to  hear  the  men 
44  and  the  woman  that  Mr.  Lee  brings  to  your 
44  door. 

44  This  matter  is  pufhed  to  fo  audacious  a  de- 
44  gree,  that  I  think  no  government  ever  did 
44  fuffer,  and  no  private  man  that  is  applied  to 
44  can  fit  ftill  and  overlook,  For  God’s  fake 
44  let  the  truth,  which  lies  in  fo  fhort  a  com- 
44  pafs,  and  is  fo  flagrantly  attacked,  appear  to 
44  mankind ;  and  let  them  that  are  fo  daring  to 
44  endeavour  to  hunt  it  out  of  the  world  be  ex- 
44  pofed  and  punifhed.  For  my  part,  I  care 
44  not  where  it  falls.  Truth,  and  the  benefit 
46  of  my  fellow-creatures  (and  particularly  of 
4C  thofe  who  deferve  fo  well  of  mankind  as  the 
44  army  and  fleet)  has  been,  is,  and  fhall  be 
44  the  only  motive  that  engages  me  to  concern 
44  myfelf  about  it. 

44  I  am,  with  the  mo  ft  affeftionate  refpeft, 

44  Dear  Sir, 

44  Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

44  George  Dodington.” 

From  this  time  your  Petitioner  was  employed 
at  Greenwich-Hofpital,  until  the  twenty-ninth 

day 
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day  of  January,  1754,  when  a  general  court 
was  held,  and  the  penfioners  examined  by  Lord 
Barrington  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  court. 
In  confequence  of  which  tfe  following  para- 
graph  appeared  in  the  daily  papers. 

<c  ON  Tuefday  laft  was  held  a  general  court 
cc  of  the  governors  of  Greenwich-Hofpital,  at 
the  Admiralty-Office,  when  the  following 
tc  penfioners,  who  had  been  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Lee  for  the  cure  of  their  ruptures,  at- 
*c  tended,  and  were  examined  in  the  court  by 
iC  the  feveral  furgeons  belonging  to  his  ma- 
tc  jelly’s  yards;  when  their  Lordffiips  and  the 
cc  reft  of  the  gentlemen  unanimoufly  expreffed 
an  entire  fatisfa&ion  in  Mr.  Lee’s  conduft, 
c<  and  were  pleafed  to  continue  him  furgeon  to 
u  the  faid  Hofpital. 

“  A  difeovery greatly  beneficial  to  mankind; 
a  and  the  prudent  and  candid  enquiry  into  the 
“  merits  of  it,  by  the  noble  perfonages  at  the 
“  head  of  this  Board,  is  a  laudable  inftance  of 
44  their  love  of  juftice,  and  regard  for  the  pub- 
V  lie  welfare.” 

The  underwritten  is  a  lift  of  the  names, 
ages,  how  long  ruptured,  and  the  ftate  of  each 
man,  at  the  examination  on  Tuefday,  the 
twenty-ninth,  before  the  general  court. 


Exa- 


✓ 
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Examined  and  infpe&ed,  without  bandages,' 


Philip  Short, 
Edward  Woodford, 
Tho.  Huffey, 

Tho.  Kent, 

Tho.  Woodbridge, 
William  Price, 
Tho.  Wright, 
William  Donallon, 
Abraham  Hughes, 
Robert  Williams, 
Henry  Nickols, 
George  Dicks, 

Ifaac  Burleigh, 
Richard  Taylor, 
Tho.  Fathers, 
Edward  Popham, 
John  Cole, 

William  Law, 

Tho.  Minchin, 
Tho,  Pickhaver, 
Tho.  Robinfon, 
Francis  Mitchell, 
William  Lee, 
\Villiam  Oneal, 
William  Pettiford, 
John  Goff, 

John  Harris, 


aged 

ruptured 

63  years. 

11  years. 

5° 

2  years. 

63 

2  years. 

7* 

10  years. 

50 

7  years* 

42 

11  years. 

56 

30  years. 

71 

13  years* 

61 

1  year. 

60 

3  years. 

74 

4  years. 

82 

9  years. 

5° 

4  years. 

76 

20  years. 

73 

5  years. 

5o 

27  years. 

39 

1 

28  years. 

61 

1  year. 

5Q 

6  years* 

54 

9  years. 

75 

2  years. 

55 

2  years. 

7° 

2  years. 

5  6 

12  years. 

69 

20  years. 

61 

21  years. 

73 

6  years. 

* 

John 
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aged 

fuptufed 

John  Dixfon, 

70  years, 

12  years. 

William  Leaf, 

70 

6  years. 

William  Lawrence, 

76 

1 1  years. 

Nicholas  Shott, 

64 

16  years. 

George  Abrathat, 

60 

4  years. 

In  Mr.  Lee’s  ward,  and  a  forward  ftate  of  cure 

Samuel  Afpin, 

73 

46  years. 

John  Bower, 

6 1 

4  years. 

Charles  Harley,  - 

61 

10  years. 

Nathaniel  Gardner, 

68 

20  years. 

John  Bell, 

48 

7  years. 

James  Rudford, 

69 

47  years. 

Humphry  Turner, 

76 

1  year. 

Tho.  Daniel, 

63 

8  years. 

William  Scott, 

60 

12  years. 

Michael  Surcen, 

67 

24  years. 

Tho.  Welftead, 

79 

26  years. 

James  Gauftich, 

62 

10  years. 

After  this,  Lord  Barrington,  fully  convinced 
of  your  Petitioner’s  abilities,  was  pleafed  to 
write  fome  account  of  thcfe  tranfa&ions  •,  for 
which,  and  his  National  Reflection  on 
Dr.  Cockburne  as  a  Scotchman,  fome  of 
the  faculty  were  fo  much  exalperated,  that,  in 
a  pamphlet  foon  after  publifhed,  the  following 
mod  fcandalous  paragraph  was  inferted. 

“THE 
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cc  THE  Public  has  been  appealed  to  lb 
€C  often  already,  in  relation  to  the  tranfadtions 
<c  between  Mr.  Ranby,  ferjeant-furgeon  to  his 
cc  majefty,  and  Mr.  Lee,  that  a  repetition  of 
<c  them,  without  the  plea  of  new  matter  hav- 
iC  ing  intervened,  muft  have  been  deemed  fu- 
cc  perfluous,  if  not  troublefome  ;  nor  is  it  worth 
ic  while  to  lay  hold  of  this,  or  any  other  oppor- 
cc  tunity,  to  take  particular  notice  of  the  ink  and 
<c  paper  that  was  wafted  in  the  compofition  of  a 
“  certain  manufcript  upon  this  fubjedt,  which 
<c  was  fecretly  handed  about  for  fome  time  ;  and, 
<c  like  the  whiftle  in  children’s  play,  was  hunted 
cc  backwards  and  forwards  from  one  great  man’s 
<c  pocket  to  another.  It  was  indeed  declared,  by 
<c  the  Right  Hon.  and  learned  author,  to  have 
<c  been  written  in  order  to  perpetuate  to  lateft 
“  pofterity  his  convincing  teftimony  of  the  great 
cures  performed  by  Mr.  Lee,  of  which  he 
«  himfelf,  it  feems,  had  ocular  demonftrative 
<c  proofs,  and  of  which  he  was  pleafed  to  think 
<c  himfelf  as  competent  a  judge  as  any  furgeon 

«  whatever. - This  Mushroom  Brat  of  too 

«  lively  imagination,  vanifhed  away  like  a  ghoft 
on  a  fudden ;  and,  far  from  maintaining  its 
<c  pretenfionsto  almoft  immortality,  was  afhamed 
*c  to  (hew  its  face  in  open  day-light,  and  there-r 
*c  fore  perhaps  fcarce  deferved  even  this  Iran- 
**  fient  animadverfionf3 

G 
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But  this  not  anfwering  the  wicked  intentions 
of  your  Petitioner’s  moil  inveterate  enemies, 
no  diligence  was  fpared,  no  art  left  unpraclifed  ; 
every  ear  of  quality  was  befieged,  every  toilet 
haunted,  and  the  miftrefs  of  it  alarmed  with 
lome  dreadful  account  of  your  Petitioner  ;  while 
their  phyfical  emiflaries  were  inftrucfted  to  roar 
out""  in  every  coffee-houfe,  44  impoftor — bri¬ 
bery — quackery," ’  &c.  For  which  defamation 
an  acftion  being  adviled,  Mr.  Dodington  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  counfellor  Evans. 

44  Dear  Neighbour, 

44  I  T II INK  Mr.  Lee  has  been  very  ill 
44  ufed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  profefTion. — I 
ct  beg  you  would  hear  him,  and  if  you  cannot 
44  a  hi  ft  him  perfonally,  you  would  put  him  into 
44  the  moft  effectual  method  to  prevent  truth 
44  being  trampled  upon  by  the  moft  dangerous* 
4t  determined  cabal  that  ever  was. 

44  Dear  Neighbour, 

44  Yours  fincerelv, 

44  George  Dodington.53 

In  confequence  of  this,  your  Petitioner’s  ad- 
verfaries  were  tried  (as  mentioned  in  the  former 
part  of  this  Memorial)  and  fined  by  verdifl  in 
your  Majefty’s  court  of  Common-Pleas  •,  where 
Lord  Barrington  attended,  and  gave  evidence  in 
fupport  of  his  abilities.  After  which,  his  Lord- 
fhip  was  prelentatthe  examination  on  the  15th 

of 
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of  December,  1 757  ;  but  while  Lord  Halifax 
was  figning  the  certificate,  he  faid  he  was  in  a 
very  great  hurry,  and  immediately  went  out  of 
the  room,  but  if  it  was  brought  to  him  the 
next  day  at  the  War-Office  he  would  fign  it.- — 
Your  Memorialifb,  therefore,  waited  upon  him 
at  the  time  appointed  ;  when  his  Lordfhip  faid 
he  did  not  chufe  to  fign  any  thing  about  appli¬ 
cation  to  government*  but  if  it  was  tranfcribed, 
and  fuch  words  left  out,  he  would  fign  it  with 
all  his  heart. 

Thus  finding  his  Lordfhip  fo  ready  to  certify 
the  good  done,  and  fo  backward  to  lend  his 
afiiftance  for  the  relief  of  other  poor  foldiers, 
your  Petitioner  thanked  him  for  his  good  in¬ 
tentions,  but  never  troubled  him  after  on  that 
account.  But  w7hether  that  was  fuch  a  crying 
fin  as  never  to  be  forgiven,  or  his  Lordfiiip’s 
reafon  for  not  thinking  proper  to  advife  your 
Majefly  to  allow  what  under  your  own  royal 
hand  you  have  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant, 
muft,  with  all  humility,  be  fubmitted  to  your 
royal  confideration,  and  that  of  the  impartial 
public. 

However,  Lord  Barrington  having  pawned 
his  honour  as  to  your  Petitioner’s  abilities,  he 
thinks  it  his  duty  moft  humbly  to  reprefent. 
That  on  the  27th  of  July,  1 757,  he  received 
the  following  letter  from  his  Lordfhip  : 

Gz  “  Sir, 
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46  Sir, 

“THE  bearer,  Abraham,  is  a  foldier  in 
64  my  brother  colonel  Barrington’s  company  of 
“  the  guards.  For  your  honour  and  mine,  pray 
V  cure  him  of  his  rupture ;  I  know  you  can, 

“  And  am 

“  Your  moft  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

“  Barrington.” 

This  Abraham  was  one  of  the  men  examined 
by  Lord  Halifax,  Lord  Ligonier,  Lord  Bar-* 
rington,  &c.  on  the  15th  of  December,  1757, 
and  afterwards  did  his  duty  in  Germany  during 
the  lafl  war. 

Robert  Oxlade,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Doding- 
ton’s  letter  to  Sir  John  Ligonier,  on  the  22 d  of 
April,  1752,  was  alfo  cured;  did  his  duty  in 
Germany  during  all  the  laft  war,  without  any 
the  leaft  return  of  his  complaint ;  and  now 
continues  perfectly  well.. 

James  Win  wood,  aged  forty,  and  ruptured 
twenty  years,  was  examined  by  Lord  Halifax, 
Lord  Ligonier,  Lord  Barrington,  &c.  on  the 
15th  of  December,  1757;  then  certified  to  be 
fit  to  be  returned  into  his  Majefty’s  fervice  ; 
afterwards  did  his  duty  in  Germany  during  all 
the  laft  war;  and  now  continues  perfectly  well. 

Thomas  Hall,  of  the  1 1 2th  regiment,  was 
cured  in  the  year  1762;  afterwards  conftantly 
did  his  duty  in  the  regiment ;  and  is  now  per- 
fedtly  well.  John 
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John  Williams,  of  the  firflt  troop  of  horfe- 
guards,  was  cured  in  the  year  1759  j  has  done 
his  duty  ever  fince  that  time,  without  any  the 
Jeaft  return  of  his  diforder,  and  is  now  ferving 
in  the  troop. 

But  as  it  may  feem  fomewhat  fingular,  that 
thefe  few  inftances  alone  are  mentioned,  your 
Memorialift  mod:  humbly  reprefents,  that  the 
reafon  is,  becaufe  the  four  lad-mentioned  at¬ 
tended  at  the  trial  againft  Lord  Ligonier,  to 
have  proved  their  welfare,  had  there  been  any 
the  lead:  occafion  ;  and  as  fome  proved  they  were 
lately  cured,  and  others  that  they  were  then 
under  your  Petitioner’s  care,  the  whole  of  this 
Memorial  (in  which  there  is  a  voucher  for 
every  thing  afferted)  amounts  to  this  fingle 
fadl. 

That  your  Petitioner  dill  remains  unpaid, 
becaufe  Lord  Barrington  does  not  think  proper 
to  advife  your  Majedy  to  allow  the  fum  agreed 
for,  or  even  what  under  your  own  royal  hand, 
for  a  valuable  confideration,  you  have  been  gra- 
cioudy  pleafed  to  grant. 

But  if  an  individual,  for  the  determined  ideas 
of  any  man,  is  to  be  thus  injured,  and  the  au¬ 
thority  of  a  commander  in  chief  fo  over-ruled, 
even  by  his  own  fecretary,  poor  fecurity  indeed 
will  all  perfons  hereafter  have  who  may  make 
any  agreement  (though  under  the  royal  fanc- 
tion)  to  ferve  the  army  on  the  principles  of 
Public  Faith.  In 
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In  your  Majefty’s  laft  fpeech  to  both  houfeS 
of  parliament,  you  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
declare,  “  That  it  was  your  fixed  purpose 

“  TO  PRESERVE  THE  GENERAL  TRANQUILITY, 
“  MAINTAINING  AT  THE  SAME  TIME  THE  HO- 
<c  NOUR  OF  YOUR  CROWN,  TOGETHER  WITH 
“  THE  JUST  RIGHTS  AND  INTEREST  OF  YOUR 

“  PEOPLE. 

With  all  fli b million  to  your  Majefty,  your 
Petitioner  is  one  of  thofe  people,  and  thinks 
his  juft  right  and  intereft  herein  materially  con¬ 
cerned. 

As  fuch,  your  Majefty  having  declared,  when 
applied  to  by  Lord  Granby  on  this  account, 
that  you  could  give  no  directions  about  an  affair 
that  you  did  not  rightly  underftand ,  he  moft 
humbly  hopes  to  (land  excufed,  both  by  your 
Majefty  and  all  mankind,  for  thus  prefuming, 
with  equal  humility  and  free-born  plainnefs,  to 
prefent  this  long,  true,  and  circumftantial  Me¬ 
morial  at  your  royal  feet  ;  and  though  the  fum 
agreed  for  cannot  be  recovered  at  common  law, 
yet, 

As  Public  Faith  and  common  juftice  are  be¬ 
yond  all  law; 

As,  in  confequence  of  admitting  foldiers  to- 
the  Hofpital,  all  meetings  of  the  fubfcribers 
dropped,  by  which  your  Petitioner,  in  the  firll 
inftance,  for  his  good  intention  to  ferve  the 
army,  loft  a  fum  at  lead  adequate  to  what  he 

ought 
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ought  to  receive  in  confequence  of  the  bargain 
made  ; 

As  the  agreement  was  three  hundred  pounds 
a-year  for  life,  and  your  Petitioner,  on  that  ac¬ 
count  alone,  took  a  long  leafe  of  the  Hofpital 
upon  himfelf,  inftead  of  the  fubfcribers,  is  now 
obliged,  and  for  years  to  come  mull,  pay  out 
of  bis  own  pocket  all  expences  attending  it ; 

As  your  Maiefty,  or  your  Royal  Grand¬ 
father,  certified  under  your  own  hands  the  great 
benefit  that  has  arifen  to  the  public  and  the 
fervice  by  foldiers  being  returned  cured  to  the 
army  in  the  years  1758,  1759,  1760,  1761, 
1762,  1763,  1764,  and  1765; 

As  your  Majefty  has  alfo,  under  your  own 
hand,  been  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  fay  that  you 
think  the  allowance  of  three  hundred  pounds 
a-year  reafonable,  and  that  you  grant  your 
Petitioner  that  fum  in  confideration  and  on  con¬ 
dition  of  his  admitting  to  the  Hofpital  all  liich 
ruptured  foldiers  as  fhould  from  time  to  time 
be  fent  thither  *,  and, 

As,  in  confequence  of  fuch  your  royal  under¬ 
taking,  foldiers  were  admitted  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1769,  and  your  Petitioner  paid  no  longer 
than  the  year  1765,  though  the  Hofpital  is  {till 
kept  open  for  the  reception  of  all  Inch  as  may 
be  fent  thither  •,  and. 

As  your  Majefty  has  alfo,  under  your  own 
hand,  been  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  fay  that  you 

approve 


r  4?  3 

approve  of  the  propofal  made,  and  Lord  Ligo- 
nier,  as  your  commander  in  chief,  has  certified 
to  all  and  every  your  Majefty’s  fecretary  at  war 
for  the  time  being,  that  the  propofal  was  three 
hundred  pounds  a-year  for  life,  and  that,  injuf- 
tice  to  your  Petitioner,  he  muft  fay  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  granted  him  that  fum  ; 

He  humbly  prays  that. 

For  the  Honour  of  the  Crown, 

In  fupport  of  the  authority  of  a  Commander 
in  Chief,  Public  Faith,  Common  Juftice,  and 
the  welfare  of  poor  Soldiers,  fo  well  deierving 
of  Mankind, 

Your  Majefty,  out  of  your  gieat  humanity 
and  well-known  love  of  juftice,  will  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  order  the  fum  fo  agreed  far 
to  be  paid,  or  that  your  Petitioner  (hall  receive 
fuch  other  relief  as  to  your  Majefty  fhall  feem 

meet. 


SAMUEL  LEE. 


Arundel*Street. 

January  16, 

1 77 1  - 
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